
“Ring in the Holidays”
Christmas Fantasy 2015 Theme

  The Veterans Memorial Health Care Foundation’s Christmas 
Fantasy 2015 will be held on Friday, Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday, November 13, 14, 15, and 16, at the Allamakee 
Fairgrounds Pavilion. The theme will be “Ring In the Holidays.”  

  Items on display during this 24th annual Foundation 
Fantasy will include many breathtaking full size Christmas 

Trees, each decorated and sponsored by area 
individuals, organizations and businesses. 

    Each year there are more and more wonderful 
shopping opportunities on silent auction including 

centerpieces and gifts baskets, wreaths, swags, 
chairs, mini-trees, quilts, toys, wall hangings 

and a wide variety of other decorative items. 
These are all  available for purchase 

throughout the weekend through a silent 
auction with the highest bidder winning 

the purchase of the item when the 
auction ends at 7:00 p.m. on Monday 

evening, November 16.  Until that 
closing time, bidders can return, 
free of charge to the Fantasy 

and raise their bid.   All silent 
auction items are decorated and 
donated by area individuals to 
the Foundation.

VETERANS MEMORIAL 
HOSPITAL

Postville Fire Chief and trained EMT, Jeff Bohr, has responded to 
hundreds of emergencies in his 27 years of volunteer community service.  
When it was he himself who needed the emergency response, he was 
overwhelmed and grateful for all the local individuals who saved his life.

Jeff was the victim of a stabbing outside his own home earlier 
this summer.  Due to his adrenaline that was rushing during the 
altercation, he never even felt the multiple knife stabs in the stomach, 
until his breathing was in trouble.  He noticed blood running down his 
leg and fell to the ground due to difficulties breathing.  The knife had 
punctured his lung cavity through one of the wounds.   

Postville ambulance service EMTs, Randy Plaht, Mariana Vega 
and Sara White, arrived and were very surprised to see that he was 
the patient.  With all of Jeff’s background in emergency services, 
he knew he was in trouble physically and could deteriorate very 
quickly.   Recognizing that fact, the Postville ambulance crew called  
the Allamakee County Sherriff’s office to request Veterans Memorial 
Hospital Ambulance paramedics intercept their ambulance on the way 
to Waukon, as well as  request that the MedLink Helicopter be enroute 
to transport the patient to LaCrosse for further care after being stabilized 
in the ER.    

Veterans Memorial Hospital paramedic, Cheryl Livingston, and paramedic 
student Billie Jones, along with driver Marsha Benda –met them along highway 
51 and jumped in  Postville’s ambulance with  Jeff to assist in patient care.  They 
were able to start an IV to give Jeff warmed fluids for blood loss, initiate cardiac 
monitoring and further assess the wounds that he had sustained, while continuing 
on their way to the hospital. “I was so happy to see Cheryl and Billie when the back 
of those ambulance doors opened,” states Jeff.  “I have worked with both of them for 

years and knew I would be 
in good hands.  They were 
pretty surprised to see me 
as the patient instead of the 
responder.”

Emergency Response Saves Life of 
Postville Fire Chief
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(Continued on Page 2)

Pictured from left to right: 
Billie Jones, EMT, Jeff Bohr, 
Postville Fire Chief, & Cheryl 
Livingston, Paramedic.



From the
Administrator...
  Driving by the fields and seeing the once green 
crops make the change to yellow and finally brown 
makes me realize how fast time seems to be passing 
each year.  It has been a year of change at VMH 

that impacts the 
hospital far into the 
future. There is the 
change in having the 
Therapy Department 
contracted to the 
hospital to becoming 
employees of VMH. 
While always a part of 
our team, we appreciate 
the willingness of 
RehabVisions to allow 

the change to occur. 

There is the change to 
having MRI available 5 days a week from the two half days 
that it was. Again, it was our partner Alliance Imaging that 

was willing to work with us to make it happen. 

  Finally, there was the change in our emergency department 
coverage to reduce the challenge to our providers who 
were faced with covering the emergency department 
while they had patients waiting in their offices. With their 
help we designed a system to benefit all we serve.  These 
changes help address both immediate and future needs 
for health care. Now we have services in place that build 
on what we had, but change into something that allows 

us to be more flexible in providing services.

  The final partnership is with all who come through our 
doors, are seen in their homes, or call with a question. 
Veterans Memorial Hospital’s part in this partnership 
is to provide answers, care, and education to all 
who seek these things from us. It is the trust and 
confidence that we wish to earn and keep with every 
interaction with you. I have had the privilege for the 
last 17 years to work with the most dedicated and 
caring group of people I have ever worked with in 
my 32 years of work in the healthcare field.  The 
desire of each and every person also is a part 
of our team to do the absolute best for each 
person needing our help is what brought me, 
and what inspires me to continue to be a 

part of this team.

  While change is a given in today’s world, 
our commitment to you is that caring from 
all of us at Veterans Memorial Hospital 
will always be what we do. Here is 
hoping your Christmas and New Year 
are safe and happy, and you enjoy all 
of the wonders that this area has to 

offer.

Mike Myers, CEO

(Continued from Page 1)  
“It most certainly catches 

you off guard when you 
open the doors of another 
ambulance service for 
an intercept and see the 
patient is a responder 
you’ve worked side by side 
with for years,” adds Cheryl 
Livingston, Paramedic 
on the intercept.  “At 
that point the training 
and refreshers that 
all prehospital care 
providers participate in puts us 
into auto pilot and we are able to 
treat the patient as anyone else, 
accomplishing what we need to in 
the best interest of the patient’s 
health using the amount of time 
we have available.”  

Jeff’s breathing was very 
shallow by this point and he 
knew he could easily develop 
a pneumothorax and be in real 
danger.   Jeff arrived at Veterans 
Memorial Hospital Emergency 
Department and was greeted 
by Dr. Perkins.  

 “I had never worked with Dr. 
Perkins before in all of my trips 
to Waukon with patients, but he 
inserted a chest tube right away 
and did it well—I had immediate 
relief with my breathing,” adds 
Jeff.  “While we waited for the 
helicopter to arrive, it was so 
nice being with all those familiar 
faces.  It really gave me a feeling 
of home.  This was a very bad 
situation.  I truly thought I was 
going to die, but everyone was very 

What is a Paramedic Intercept?
  Anytime there is a situation when the area ambulance services feel they 
need extra help, they are welcome to call Veterans Memorial Hospital for a 

Paramedic Intercept.  This means the paramedics on call at the hospital will 
take an ambulance out to meet the ambulance already on the scene or enroute 

to the hospital and jump in with them to give assistance in whatever extra help 
and advanced care they need. 

   Examples of advanced care that a Paramedic Provisional ambulance service 
provides are pain control through medication administration and nitrous gas; 

assisting  with patients experiencing chest pain  providing an initial 12 lead 
heart strip and administering medications based on that report;  assisting with 

severe respiratory distress by providing albuteral treatments or CPAP for continuous 
positive pressure airway or other breathing assistance; and in most all situations the 

paramedics are needed to start an IV immediately.  The local ambulance services 
who most often visit Veterans Memorial Hospital who may benefit from a Paramedic 

Intercept are Harpers Ferry, Lansing, Monona, New Albin, Postville and Waterville.  
These Paramedic Intercepts may happen along a road side, in a driveway or on the 

scene itself.  It is of utmost importance that other vehicles and pedestrians slow down 
or stop whenever they see an approaching ambulance and stay clear of any stopped 

ambulances on scene.

thorough and comforting.” 
“Because all Emergency Department 

staff, including the medical providers, 
nurses and EMS staff, have required 
trauma training, they know what to do 
in situations like this and are able to get 
patients stabilized and quickly sent on 
to a higher level of care,” states Diane 
Butikofer, RN, ER Supervisor at Veterans 
Memorial Hospital.  “Jeff was only in our 
ER for 30 minutes before he was stabilized 
and ready to be flown to LaCrosse.”

 “When I was airlifted to LaCrosse, they 
explained I would probably need to stay with 
them for three or four days, but because 
we initiated the ambulance intercept and 
the helicopter flight right away, my lung 
didn’t have a chance to collapse as far as 
it could have, and I was released later that 
same night.   I was thankfully back to work 
in two weeks.”   

 “It’s hard to believe things like this 
can happen so quickly in our small home 
towns, but it sure can,” adds Jeff.  “I am 
thankful to be surrounded with trained 
volunteers who know what to do in any 
given emergency situation.



Veterans Memorial Hospital’s 
Radiology Department has 
announced they are now offering 
appointments for MRI testing every 
Monday through Friday.  Formerly, 
the service was available just two 
days per week, but as of July 1, 
these services are now available 
every week day by appointment and 
for emergencies as available.
 Magnetic resonance imaging, 

or MRI, is a way of obtaining very 
detailed images of organs and 
tissues throughout the body without 
the need for x-rays or “ionizing” 
radiation. Instead, MRI uses a 
powerful magnetic field, radio waves, 
rapidly changing magnetic fields, 
and a computer to create images 
that show whether or not there is an 
injury, disease process, or abnormal 
condition present.
For the MRI procedure, the patient 

is placed inside of the MR scanner, a 
large doughnut-shaped device that 
is open on both ends. The powerful 
magnetic field aligns atomic particles 
called protons that are present in 
most of the body’s tissues. The 
applied radio waves then cause 
these protons to produce signals that 
are picked up by a receiver within the 
MR scanner. The signals are specially 
characterized using the rapidly 
changing magnetic field, and, with 
the help of computer processing, 
images of tissues are created as 
“slices” that can be viewed in any 
orientation.
An MRI examination causes no pain, 

and the magnetic fields produce no 
known tissue damage of any kind. 
The MR scanner may make loud 
tapping, knocking or other noises 
at times during the procedure. 
However, using earplugs prevents 
problems that may be associated 
with this noise. You will be able 
to communicate with the MRI 
technologist at any time using an 
intercom system or by other means.
“The MRI scanner is a great addition 

to our Radiology department,” states 
Amanda Leiran, Radiology Supervisor 
at Veterans Memorial Hospital.  “The 

convenience has provided us the 
ability to accommodate our patients 
and their schedules.  This has 
allowed them to have their exams 
sooner and get their results quicker.”
In addition to MRI, the Veterans 

Memorial Hospital Radiology 
Department provides many radiology 
services locally.  CT, ultrasounds, 
bone densitometry, mammography, 
and general and emergency x-ray 
services are available every day.  
Plus the radiography system is a 
digital system. The advantages of 
having a digital, state-of-the-art x-ray 
system are many.  “Digital” means 
every x-ray image is computerized 
and can be easily transmitted 
to larger 
health care 
facilities for 
interpretation 
whenever a 
radiologist 
is not on 
site.  Digital 

images are viewed on high-resolution 
monitors right away, with no waiting 
for film to develop.  These high-
resolution monitors are installed in 
various departments around Veterans 
Memorial Hospital so images can 
easily be sent to the department 
where the physician is for even 
quicker x-ray interpretation.
“Digital” also means higher quality.  

Digital X-ray images are much clearer 
and easier for the radiologist to read.  
Being able to manipulate images is 
one of the main benefits of digital 
technology.  Since the images are 
computerized, the radiologist can 
also easily adjust the brightness, 
change the contrast and zoom in for 
close-ups of specific areas of interest 
in any X-ray. 
All digital x-rays can easily be 

stored just like computer files.  
This is a great convenience when 
comparing one x-ray to another.  
These computerized images can 
easily be brought up on the monitor, 
side by side, for comparison, on any 
monitor within the hospital or any 
other medical facility to which the 
images are sent.  This eliminates 
the dependence on only one set of 
original x-ray films.
Mammography has been offered 

by Veterans Memorial Hospital for 
more than 20 years, but is also now 
available into the evening hours 
so patients are invited to make 
appointments for a mammogram 
after work.  This change in schedule 
was made in an effort to make 
mammography screening more 
accessible.
For more information or to make an 

appointment for radiology services, 
please call the Veterans Memorial 
Hospital Radiology Department at 
568-3411.

MRI Services Now Available Locally Monday through Friday 

 Pictured is the new MRI unit at Veterans Memorial 
Hospital.  It is located just outside the facility along 
the east side of the hospital.  MRI’s are now available 
locally Monday through Friday by appointment.

 A scene from the inside of 
the MRI unit, showing the MRI 
scanner itself.
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End of Life 
Celebration at VMH
The Story of Velma Mack….
as told by her daughter, 
Cheryl Mellick of New Albin.
  “Our mother had nine children and our father died 
when he was young, so Mom was always our rock.  
Her passing was like losing the main spoke of our 
family.  So it was very hard to say goodbye to her, 
but the hospital made the journey so easy and kept 
her so comfortable.
  You could not even imagine how kind and sweet 
the nurses were. There were so many of us all 
around all the time because we never wanted to 
leave her alone, and they never once came to say 
we needed to quiet down. 
  It was Mom’s wish to see her grandchildren and 
they all kept coming and coming. There were 

Register to Volunteer 
for I-SERV
  Iowa Emergency Registry of Volunteers (I-SERV) 
is the Iowa Department of Public Health online 
system that functions as a central location for 
health professionals looking to volunteer following 
a large scale disaster or other public health 
emergency. I-SERV is part of a national effort to 
coordinate and assemble volunteers to assist 
following a disaster by providing additional staff to 
meet all health care needs. 

  I-SERV volunteers have the ability to decide travel 
distance and length of deployment. Based on the 
information provided when registering on their website, 
public health officials will identify and contact those 
individuals suited to fill the specific volunteer roles 
needed in an emergency. Once contacted, volunteers will 
be given information about where they are needed, the 
duties they will perform, and the option to accept 
or decline the opportunity.

To learn more about I-Serv and to 
register, go to their website at 
http://www.idph.state.
ia.us/ems/iserv.asp.

sometimes 25 or more of us in the room and the 
staff accommodated us.  They set the Chapel up for 

us with beds so we could rest and there was always hot 
coffee and a friendly smile. 

  We sang, we laughed and all kinds of things.   No one ever showed 
any lack of respect.  They all understood what we were going through.   

The nurses, therapists, dietitians, cooks, and 
housekeepers all came in with a smile on their 
faces.  We were so very impressed with the place.  
I couldn’t say one nurse was better than the next—
they were all just wonderful.  The compassion was 
incredible.   
  Mom had made her choice that she wanted no 
more care.  Dr. Nesseim was fabulous with her 
and has become a very important part of our 
family.   When a doctor will come in and hug your 
mother, it is amazing.  He and Mom had gotten so 
close these last few years, she even invited him to 
many of our family events.   Mom was even able 
to hold her newest great-grandbaby before she 
passed.  
  It is so hard to say goodbye to someone, no 
matter if they are 2 or 94, but Veterans Memorial 
Hospital made it a lot easier for our family, 
making it like home.  My husband and I have 
even switched all of our care to Waukon since she 
passed. We always went to La Crosse before.   My 
husband has had a stay in the hospital already 
and also had wonderful care.
  I didn’t realize you could celebrate the end of life 
like that, but you can.  They proved that to us.”

Velma pictured with her grandson Tyler Fink 
and newest great granddaughter Jemarae Fink. 



November 13
Tingle ‘n Mingle Happy Hour
Sponsored by Four County Ag
• 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
• $15 per person
• Tickets available at the door

November 14
Noon Fantasy Luncheon
Sponsored by Allamakee County Cattlemen’s 
Association
• $10.00 per adult 
• Call for reservation, 568-6262

Christmas Treats & Cider
• 2:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
• $3.00 per adult

Wine, Cheese & Dessert
Sponsored by Eagle’s Landing Winery
• 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
• $10 per person
• Call for reservation, 568-4177

November 15
Christmas Treats & Cider
• 11:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
• $3.00 per adult

Photos with Santa
• 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
• Katie Hennessy of Cote’Color, 
  Photography

November 16
Noon Fantasy Luncheon
Sponsored by Allamakee County 
Cattlemen’s Association
• $10.00 per adult 
• Call for reservation, 568-6262

Christmas Treats & Cider
• 2:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
• $3.00 per adult

FOR ALL 
SHOWINGS
• Children under 12 - $1.00 
• Preschool free 
• Entertainment & refreshments 
   provided

“Ring In The 
Holidays”

Christmas Fantasy 2015 
Theme

Christmas Fantasy Luncheons

“Tingle ’n Mingle Happy Hour”
  This event is a special opportunity to meet socially with friends and co-
workers.  Over a dozen tables of hearty hors d’oeuvres, desserts, candies, 
breads and spirits will be served among the trees from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
on Friday night.  The cost is $15.00 per person. Tickets are available at 
Veterans Memorial Hospital and local banks, as well as at the door.
Eagle’s Landing Winery Wine, Cheese and Dessert Event
  Saturday evening, November 14, will host a special wine, cheese and 
dessert event sponsored by Eagle’s Landing Winery of Marquette.  The 
event will begin at 7:00 p.m.   Reservations are required for this event as 
seats are limited.  Please call 568-4177 to make a reservation.  The cost for 
each ticket is $10 per person, which includes refreshments, viewing of the 
decorations, and entertainment.  
Fantasy Luncheons
 Two special Christmas Fantasy Luncheons sponsored by the Allamakee 
Cattlemen’s Association will be offered on Saturday, November 14, and 
Monday, November 16.  Please call 568-6262 to make a reservation for 
either of the luncheons. The cost is $10.00 per person. (Note:  Historically, 
the Monday luncheon sells out, but the Saturday luncheon offers more 
room to stroll around and view the trees and is a great option for enjoying 
the Fantasy with friends and family from out of town.)
Visits and Photos with Santa Claus
  From 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 15, children will be 
given   a special chance to see the Fantasy, plus have a visit with Santa 
Claus himself!  Story telling by Sue Kiesau will add to the excitement. Katie 
Hennessey of Cote’Color Photography will be on hand for a holiday Christmas 
card/picture opportunity for your children with Santa Claus. These photos 
will be available for purchase.
General Viewing
  The Christmas Fantasy 2015 event will be open to the public on Saturday, 
November 14, from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., on Sunday, November 15, from 
11:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and Monday, November 16, from 2:00 to 7:00 
p.m., offering entertainment from area choirs and artists.  Complimentary 
Christmas treats and cider will be available during all these public showings.
The “Ring In the Holidays” Christmas Fantasy 2015 is planned and sponsored 
by the Veterans Memorial Health Care Foundation, including Sue Blagsvedt, 
Wayne Burk, Jane Dietrich, Jackie Halverson, Kevin Hanson, Randy Hesse, 
Amy Cote’-Hill, Gloria Krambeer, Ardie Kuhse, Craig Lensing, Dennis Lyons, 
Ann Roed, Nona Sawyer, Nancy Schoh, and Bill Shafer, assisted by Kim 
Sylvester, Karen Swenson, Julie Thompson and Pat Pettingill.  
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A & J Petersburg Agency
Michael  & Cari A’hearn
Ron & Nancy Adam
Ted & Dorothy May Ager
Elmer & Carole Alderdyce
Donald Aldrich – In Memory 
   Of Lois A. Aldrich
Irene Allison
Jack & Diane Allison
Gladwin & Darlene 

Anderson
Marilyn Anderson
Dr. Thomas Anderson, DPM
David Andreae
Audrey Angel
Anonymous
Robert & Mary Axmear
Mae Jean Bakke
Penny Barr – In Memory Of
   Roland Barr
James Barry
Bertilla Barthel
Larry & Connie Barthel, 

M.D.
Don & Cathy Baxter
Ken & Rose Beardmore
Lawrence Benda
Marsha Benda
Matt & Michelle Benda
Loren & Lois Beneke
Randy & Marty Beneke
Travis & Brianne Bernau
Brad & Erin Berns
Charles  & Doris Berns
Bieber Insurance and Real 

Estate
Joan Bieber
Bill & Sue Blagsvedt – In 

Honor
   Of the Wonderful Veterans
   Memorial Hospital & 
   Clinics’ Staff
Dennis & Marlene Blocker
Chuck & Maxine Bloxham
Richard & Edith Bloxham
Accord Architecture
Craig & JoAnne Bodley
Ted  & Betty Bodley
Dave & Kelly Bollman
Scott & Kim Bollman – In
   Memory Of Emmett
   & Kevin Howe
Epsy & Joyce Bosley
Cory & Amy Bowden
Edgar & Shirley Brainard
George & Kathy Brainard
Ron & Nancy Brandt
Yvonne Brandt – In Memory
   Of Marcus Brandt
Bernard & Idella Bresnahan
Teresa Brown – In Memory 

Of
   Tom Troendle
Florence Bruns
Jerry & Machelle Bulman
Loren & Margaret Bulman
Marilyn & Robert Bulman
Brian & Karen Burke
Evelyn Burke
John & Alice Burke
Ray & Mary Ann Burke

Keith & Margaret Burrett
Gene Burroughs
Ken & Diane Butikofer
Dan & Traci Byrnes
Dennis & Judy Byrnes
James J. Byrnes
Roger & Rita Byrnes
Rupert & Martha Caballero
Dan & Sue Cahoon
Tom & Lavonne Callahan
Bill & Kathy Campbell
Mona Campbell
Robert & Karen Carlton
Dave & Nancy Carpenter
Kay Carter
Gwen Cheatum Brainard
Carl & Betty Christianson
Dr. William & Sheila Clair
Marilyn T Clark – In Memory
   Of Bill Clark
Leo & Kathy Conway
Marlene “Mickey” Cook – In
   Memory of Charles Cook
Ron & Angie Cooper
Neil & Crystal Corwin
Charles & Shirley Cota
Dave Cota Electric Service
Dorothy Cunningham
Steve & Bobbie 

Cunningham
Richard & Sandra Dage – In
   Memory Of Katheryn 

Phillip
Neal & Nancy Daley
Gary & Joan David – In 

Memory Of Bryce David
Dave Davies
Dennis & Sandy Deal
Betty Decker – In Memory 

Of George Decker
Herbert & Ann Dehli
Leon Dibble
Jane Dietrich – In Memory 

Of Duane Dietrich
Dave & Brenda Dougherty
Ralph & Janice Dougherty 

– In Memory of Pat 
Dougherty

Lorraine Drew
Ida Duffy
Norbert Duffy – In Memory 

Of Mary Duffy
Steve & Denise Duffy – In 

Memory Jack Duffy and 
Roger Martin

Dave & Cheryl Duncklee – 
In Memory Of 

 Dr. Lou Bray
Whitney Sleep Diagnostics
Duane Duvel
EideBailly
Ella Mae Dvorak
Elaine Eadie
Deb Eberling – In Memory 

Of Scott Eberling
Paul & Wendy Ebner – In 

Memory Of Clarice Goeke
Gary & Cindy Egan
Dean Eickelberg – In 

Memory Of Diana 
Eickelberg

Shirley Henkes
Ralph Henry
Gary & Gina Hensley
Virgil & Darlena Herman 

– In Memory Of Alton 
Herman

Lee & Dannette Hermeier
Randy & Lori Hesse
Ron & Amy Cote’-Hill
Gary & Lolly Hirth
John Hitner
Larry & Carolyn Homewood
Elizabeth “Betty” Howe – In
   Memory Of Emmett & 

Kevin Howe
George & Jean Huffey
Betty Irons
Earl & Vivian Iverson
Kasey Iverson – In Memory 

Of Clifford Knudtson
Trent & Lori Jacobs
Steven & Jane 

Johanningmeier
David & Robin Johnson
Dixie Johnson
Jim & Helen Johnson
Mary V. Johnson – In 

Memory Of Gary R. 
Johnson

Melvin & Cindy Johnson
Paul & Lynn Jones
Jens & Jane Kallevang
Mel & Dodie Keatley – In 

Memory Of Hap & Fred 
Keatley

Jeff C. & Natalie Kelly
Mary & Tim Kelly
Rich & Sue Keppler – In 

Memory Of Roscoe & 
Gladys Keppler

Greg & Pam Kerndt
John & Lorna Kerndt
Leslie & Ada Marie Kerndt Jr.
Patsy Kerndt
Jim & Jill Kiesau
Kermit & Ann Klees
Larry & Nancy Klocke
Scot Knudtson
Jeremy & Jeni Kolsrud
Kris & Jennifer Kovarik – In
   Honor of Stacie Cooper
Ken & Gloria Krambeer
Mike & Jeanne Kruckenberg
Loren & Siobhan Kurth
Dr. Steven & Judy Kurth
Robert Kurtt
Greg & Amy Lage
Larry & Jane Lamborn
Cal & Ann Langford
Dean & Gail Lansing
RehabVisions
Betty Larsen – In Memory
   Of Carlton Larsen
Adam & Amanda Leiran
Larre’s Service and Repair
Marlys Leiran – In Memory
   Of Willard Leiran
Craig & Barb Lensing
Karilyn Lenth
Dick & Jean Lewey
Tom & Sue Limbach

Paul & Betty Link
Tony & Terry Link
Scott & Cheryl Livingston 

– In Memory Of Ethan 
Livingston

Randy & Karen Loeb
Revelyn Lonning – In 

Memory Of Dale, Elnora, 
Terry & Jan Robey

Marie Loven
Dan & Joan Lyons
Dave & Sandy Lyons – In 

Memory Of Katelyn Lyons
Theresa Lyons
Scott & Jill Manning
Ken & Rose Ann Mark
Dave & Laurie Martin
Keith & Jean Mason
Fred & Lisa Mathews
Jerry Mathis
John & Janet May
Pat & Deb McGeough
Marie McKee
Mike & Sue McMillan – In 

Memory Of Lindsey 
McMillan

James & Ellen Mellick
Bob & Angie Mettille
Russell  & Mary Jo Meyer
Harold & Jody Miller – In 

Memory Of Judy Miller/
In Honor Of Dr. David 
Schwartz

Mary Miller
Earl & Donna Mitchell
Jeff Mitchell
Ray & Dietsy Mitchell
Russell Moline
Sonja Molitor – In Memory 

Of Donald Molitor
Dave & Sheryl Mooney – In
   Memory Of Scott Eberling 

& John Cina
Maurice and Kay Mooney
Marilyn Moose
Jim Moritz
A Touch Of Class
Dave & Brenda Mueller
Mike  & Teresa Myers
Mary Nagel
Dennis & Barb Nebendahl
Sheilah Nelson
Scott & Karen Ness – In 

Memory Of Velma Fink 
Mack

Dr. Benjamin & Angeline 
Nesseim

Dave & Rita Newton
Chad & Cheryl Nolting
Mary Jo Nordheim – In 

Memory
   Of Margaret Shindoll
Ken & Shirley O’Hara
John & Lynn O’Hara – In 

Memory Of Mike R. 
Spinner

John H O’Neill
John & Mary O’Neill
Fred Oelberg
Vernalene Oelberg

Gordon & Louise Ellingson
Don Elsinger
Dan & Elinor Emerson
Robert Enyart – In Memory 

Of Glenna Enyart
Roger Ericson – In Memory 

Of Jon Mark Shaw
Harvey & Betty Estebo
Mary Ann Etteldorf – In 

Memory Of Helen & 
 Peter Etteldorf
Lois Evans
Kenny & Mary Fahey
Paul & Mary Farley –
 In Memory Of 
 R. J. Cooney
Rodney & Mary Fink – In 

Memory Of Joann 
Schwartzhoff

Tom and Sandy Fink
Doloris F Fish
Terry & Beth Fitzpatrick
Leotia Flage
Ann Fossum
Jim & Kathy Fossum
Bob & Karen Fossum
Patrick Friar
Rebecca Fritz
Tom & Joan Fritz
Summer Garin
Randy & Kristy Gaunitz
Floyd & Helen Gettman
Shawn & Danette Gibbs
Romandus & Joan Gisleson
Sharon Goeke
Matt & Andi Goltz
Mary Jo Goodman
Orrin & Nan Grangaard
Evelyn Gray
Olive Grinna
Lee and Fran Gruenhaupt
Dean & Clarian Gunderson
Clarence & Judy Haberichter
Steve & Valerie Hagensick
Bob & Kristi Hager
Elsa Hager
John & Denise Hager
Jack & Dellene Hager – In 
   Memory of Wade 

Christofferson
Dr. David & Suzanne Hahn
Don & DiAnne Haler
Velma Hall
Jim & Julie Halverson
Dave & Karla Hammel
George Hammell
Bill & Carol Hancock
Robert & Gweneth Joy 

Hansmeier
Harriet Hanson – In Honor 

of Becky Welper, R.N.
Kevin & Liz Hanson
Larry & Robin Harmon
Dale Hart
Judy Hartong
Robyn Hedeman
Jack & Cindy Heffern
Tracy Heilers
David & Janette Heitman
Robyn & Connie Henderson

Gifts The following generously responded with a monetary gift to the 
Foundation’s 2014 Fall mail request. The funds raised purchased a 
new Bariatric Bed for handling and moving patients of all sizes safely.



Successful 2014 
Community Campaign 

Gifts New Bariatric Bed Mildred Osterholz – In 
Memory Of Ralph 
Osterholz

Palmer Repair, Inc.
Eric & Stephanie Palmer
Greg & Marlene Palmer
Palmer Abstract, Inc.
Russel & Sally Paus
Jeremy & Jodi Peake
JoAnn Peake
Dr. Steve & Stefanie Perkins
Dr. Craig & Deb Phipps
Bud & Karen Pratte
John & Sheryl Prestemon
Ozzie & Phyllis Quandahl
Dale & Ann Rademaker
Dan & Jackie Radloff 

Schneider
Bill & Karen Regan
Tom & Karen Regan
Pat & Tara Reisinger
Margaret Reisner
Geneva Rice
Annette Robbins
Amy & Jerry Robinson
Oliver R Roderick – In 

Memory Of Margery 
Roderick

Brian Rodman
Curt & Cheryl Roe – In 

Memory Of Herbert & 
Helen Bruns; 

 Orrin Roe & Julie Roe 
Bernhardt

Ed & Ann Roed
Kristie Roeder
Keith Roffman
Robert & Julie Rotach
Roger & Jeanette Ruegnitz 

– In Memory Of Alex 
Ruegnitz

Dan & Linda Ryan
Jim & Linda Ryan
Daryl  & Norma Sander
Keith & Pat Sander
Dave & Wendy Sanderson
Elsie Sanderson – In 

Memory Of Richard 
Sanderson

Lester & Lockie Sass
Wayne & Nona Sawyer
Claude & Bernice Schafer
Rev David & Loretta Schafer 

– In Honor Of Paul 
Schafer

Dean “Beanzy” 
Schellhammer – In 
Memory Of Ralph & 
Eunice Schellhammer

Richard Schilling
David & Denise Schmelzer
Joy Schmidt – In Memory Of
   Henry F. Schmidt
William  & Shirley 

Schneeberger –
   In Honor Of Our Children
Dave & Janet Schoeberlein
Gaylord & Ruby Schoh
Leon & Jane Schoh
Nancy Schoh

Daniel & Mary Scholtes
Angeline Schulte
Bryan & Cynthia Schulte
Lyle Schulte
Richard L & Sue Schulte
Robert & Shirley Schulze
Dan Schweikert
Eugene Severn – In Memory
   Of Frank W. Severn & Lola 

Mork
Kay E. Sewick
Marian Smedsrud – In 

Memory Of Arden 
Smedsrud

Fred & Geralyn Smith
Irene Smith
Karen Smith
Donna Snitker
Jon & Nancy Snitker – In 

Memory Of Chantel 
Snitker

Ted & Lisa Snitker
Cletus & Sandy Sommer 

– In Memory of Ralph & 
Ileen Sweeney

    and Charles & Eve 
Sommer

Jeff & Amy Sommer
Gary & Karen Soper
Dennis & Chris Soride
Todd & Jan Soukup
Irene Steele – In Memory Of 

Ralph Steele
Gordon & Shirley Steffenson
Ken & Judy Steiber
Marjorie Steiber
Al & Jeanne Stein – In 

Memory Of Marie Haverly
Lyle & Annette Stock
Stan & Mary Straate
Marv & Marjorie Strike
Norma Svendson
Jeffrey  & Rae Swartz
Jerry Sweeney
Erma Swenson - In Memory 

of Willard Miene
George Taylor – 
In Memory Of
   Willard Kerndt
George & Gail Teff
Jane Tepesch – In Memory 

Of Francis “Bill” Tepesch
Donna Thompson
Tom and Lynn Thomson – 
 In Memory Of Lou Bray, 

M.D.
Carl & Joyce Thornton
Chester  & Lorna Thune
Delbert & Betty Timmerman
Traco Medical, Inc.
Dan & Lori Treangen
Jerry’s Upholstery & 

Woodworking –
   In Memory Of Frank 

Delaney
Leo “Butch” & Lilah 

Troendle 
Margaret L Troendle
Tony & Frederica Trunkel

The Veterans Memorial Health 
Care Foundation gifted a 

bariatric bed to the hospital 
with the funds raised through 

the successful community 
campaign last fall.  This new 

Stryker bariatric bed will 
accommodate patients up 

to 1000 pounds and has the 
efficient BackSmart ® patient 
repositioning system allowing 

for safer moving of patients. 
It also has easy expansion 
and retraction capabilities 

for adjusting to the size 
difference in patients and for 

maneuvering the beds with 
patients through doorways.

All those who donated to this 
campaign are listed at left.

Al & DebTweedy – In 
Memory Of Bill Tweedy

 & Alton Herman
Robert & Jane Venes
Don & Ruth Vine
Chuck & Lois Votsmier
Wacker Storage
WahlTEK
William & Doris Walsh
Dorothy Wandling – In 

Memory
   Of Roy Wandling
James & Elaine Ward
Mary Ward
Wayne & Shelley Weber
Steve & Becky Welper
Kevin & Teri Welsh – In 

Memory Of Velma Fink 
Mack

Lyle & Jackie Westby – 
In Memory Of Vivian 
Flockhart

Edwin & Sharon Weymiller
Frank & Jean Ann Weymiller 

– In Memory Of Muriel A. 
Cooper

John & Elnora Weymiller
Kelsey & Frank Weymiller
Michael & Kathy Whalen
Pat & Karen Whalen
Raymond & Edna Whalen
Ann White – In Memory Of
   Ed & Craig White
Betty White – In Memory Of
   Ed & Craig White
Lee & Ruth White
Darrel & Rosanne Wicks
Evelyn Wiemerslage – In 

Memory Of Leland 
Wiemerslage

Joe & Patti Wild Strobel – 
In Memory Of Milton & 
Genevieve Wild

Hartley & Lotus Wilder
Lyle & Barb Wilkes
Chad & Trisha Wilkins
Scott & Tina Willger
Erma Williams
Jim & Mary Winters
Les & JoAnn Winters – 

In Memory Of Joann 
Schwartzhoff

Chris & Nancy Wonderlich
Robert & Peggy Woodbeck
Brian & Denise Wullner
William & Edna Wyninger
Goldie Zeimet
Mark & Jennifer Zieman
Sylvester & Ivanell Zobeck
Rose R Zoll



  “I feel that childbirth is the single most fantastic 
thing I will ever do.  I’m lucky to have experienced 
three births; each one different in many ways, but all 
amazing.  Everyone deserves to have the kind of birth 
they want, and part of that comes from choosing where 
to give birth, and trusting the provider you choose.  
  After having our first son in Decorah, and our second 
at home (with only my husband and 3 1/2 yr old 
attending!), we decided to go to VMH for our third.  I 
hadn’t had a negative experience with the other two, 
but I really wanted a water birth, and no one else 
around offers that.  I also felt a strong connection to Dr. 
Schwartz, and trusted that with him there, I could have 
the best possible birth.  (I also was a little enamored 
with the idea of having my mom take our other boys 
back home, so I could enjoy a day or two of postpartum 
calm with my husband and new baby.)
  Everything about the hospital stay and birth went 
really well.  Asa was born at 3a.m., so the OB wing felt 
like our own little world.  The nurses were so great, and 
while I felt like I could ask for anything, they mirrored 
my need for quiet during my labor.  With the warm 
water, dim lights and calmness all around, I could really 
be present in the labor and birth.  The room was just so 
peaceful, and being in the water was a lovely change 
from laboring out of the water.  Our boys were able to 
be there to watch their brother being born, which was 
great.  
  When Asa was born, there was no rush to move over 
to our room, so we could all enjoy just soaking up his 
newness and watch as he looked around the hushed 
room. Dr. Schwartz is an amazing doctor.  He takes the 
extra time and care both during and after the birth, 
making it feel like the celebration that it is to welcome 
a new life.  In a society that sensationalizes the horror 

Hallie and Nate Evans of rural New Albin with sons 
Noah, age 7, Finn, age 4, and newborn Asa.

stories and pain of childbirth, this kind of powerfully 
emotional experience is so refreshing.
  Our postpartum stay was really nice too...all of the 
nurses were considerate and helpful, and I was thrilled 
to be able to get a little sleep while they took Asa to 
the nursery between feedings.  They took care of all of 
the newborn tests and screenings while I was sleeping, 
so I didn’t have to even think about them, and always 
responded quickly to anything I needed.  Being tended 
to is a luxury that most mothers don’t get very often, so 
I was very appreciative of the level of care I was given.  
Asa was born the day before my birthday, and I even got 
a brownie with a candle with my breakfast that morning!  
I know a lot of people that have had babies at VMH and 
have never heard anything but positive comments, and I 
certainly wouldn’t hesitate to have another baby here!”

Hallie Evans, New Albin
“On July 23, 2015, I delivered our third child at 
Veterans Memorial Hospital.  With each delivery, my 
babies and I have received excellent care.  The nurses 
are professional and compassionate.  During my most 
recent stay, Meghan was our delivery nurse. From the 
moment we arrived, she was kind and attentive.  I 
did require additional medical attention and Meghan 
was by my side and on top of my needs.  I really 
appreciated her gentleness.
 Dannette was my night nurse two nights in a 
row and she did a wonderful job with our baby and 
provided me an opportunity to get some sleep, which 
is a precious gift.  I had no hesitation sending our 
sweet baby to the nursery with Dannette.  I knew she 
would take great care of her.
 I also received assistance from Diane Allison 
with lactation support and nursing care.  Again, I 
received professional, knowledgeable assistance.  I 
cannot express how grateful I am for the care my 
baby and I received during our hospital stay.  I truly 
enjoyed the nurses and was touched by the care they 

Sara and Dan Wientzen of Decorah, with their children, 
Landon, age 5, Meredith, age 3, and newborn baby Emery.  

Sara Wientzen, Decorah

provided.  I cannot fully express how thankful I am for 
the nursing care we had with each labor and delivery.  
We have a great fondness for and are proud to have 
delivered each of our children at your hospital.”

Testimonials
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Maternity Services 



  Veterans Memorial Hospital has a Lactation Consultant on 
staff plus three trained Breastfeeding Educators who offer 
breastfeeding counseling prior to delivery and provide education 
while in the hospital.    Diane Allison, RN, Maternity Services 
Supervisor, has completed and maintains her International 
Board Certified Lactation Consultant training which she has 
had for over 9 years.  Gail Lansing, RN, Breanne Leikvold, RN, 
and Amy Bowden, RN, OB Manager, also are trained Lactation 
Educators. All four of these nurses are available to work one on 
one with any new mom or returning mom for the education and 
help in making breast feeding successful.  However, all of the OB 
staff is very experienced and helpful with breastfeeding skills.

  The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) joins other 
organizations such as the American Medical Association (AMA), 
the American Dietetic Association (ADA), and the World Health 
Organization (WHO) in recommending breastfeeding as the 
best for babies.  Breastfeeding helps defend against infections, 
prevent allergies, and protect against a number of chronic 
conditions.

 
  “Holding our newborn baby for the first time was the 
single most miraculous and joyous day of our lives and 
we feel that Veterans Memorial Hospital helped make 
it just that.  We had both our girls at Veterans Memorial 
Hospital and we can’t thank everyone enough for the 
wonderful experience we had with both!  We were 
impressed with every department of the hospital: the 
nursing staff, dining services, lab, housekeeping, medical 
records, and the front desk. Thank you to all, for not 
only your professional expertise, but also your sincere 
kindness.  Every department seemed to work as one 
to create a friendly and relaxed atmosphere.  The OB 
nurses were outstanding.…positive attitudes combined 
with personalized attention and willing to go out of their 
way to help with anything!   Thank you Skip Loebig, CRNA 
for making me smile even before the epidural took the 
pain away.  A special thank you to Dr. Andrea Venteicher.  
She was the best of both worlds: a highly knowledgeable 
and skilled doctor and a best friend who supports and 
encourages along the way.  She goes above and beyond, 
sincerely caring for her patients.  
  Not only was the staff wonderful, but the maternity 
suites were very nice.  The rooms are cozy, modern, and 
offer a lot of nice features.   Each patient room has its 
own whirlpool tub which I thought was amazing during 
labor!  We also liked being able to labor and deliver in the 
same room for our entire stay.  We didn’t have to worry 
about moving ourselves, new baby, and belongings to a 
different room following the birth.  We were able to just 
feel at home in the same room and enjoy and live in the 
moment.   
  Veterans Memorial Hospital is remarkable for constantly 
seeking ways to improve.  With our second child, I had 
the opportunity to try nitrous oxide for pain relief, which 
is fairly new and not many other hospitals offer yet.  For 
those who are afraid of needles, this is a life saver!  The 
nitrous oxide is a noninvasive, safe, and effective pain 

 Lane and Eric Rich of Waukon, with their daughters Knightly 
and newborn Natalie, are pictured alongside metal artwork 

Eric, of Rich Designs, made and donated to the 
Maternity Services Department.

relief.  You receive the medication via a mask.  And the 
best part is that I had total control of how often I used it!  
I was able to time the use of it to go with contractions.  
It helped decrease the intensity of labor pains and 
helped me to not focus on the pain as much, but I still 
knew exactly what was going on around me.  Another 
awesome thing is that I could use nitrous oxide even up 
to the minute my baby was born!  Nitrous oxide for pain 
relief is a tremendous asset to the OB department.
  We are truly blessed to have the medical excellence 
that Veterans Memorial Hospital provides right here in 
Waukon.  We would recommend Veterans Memorial 
Hospital to anyone! Thank you everyone and keep up 
the great work!”

  Nursing provides ideal nourishment and a special bonding 
experience that many nursing mothers cherish.  Infection-
fighting antibodies passed from a nursing mother to her baby 
can help lower the occurrence of many conditions, including ear 
infections, diarrhea, respiratory infections, and meningitis.  
  As a group, breastfed babies have fewer infections and 
hospitalizations than formula-fed infants.  Breast milk is often 
described as the “perfect food” for babies because of its high 
nutritional value and the fact that it is so easily digested by a 
newborn’s immature system.  Because breast milk is more easily 
digested breastfed babies have fewer incidences of diarrhea or 
constipation.
    If you choose breastfeeding you will need support from your 
partner, your family and your friends.  Our experienced Lactation 
Staff are here to help you achieve your goal to give your new 
baby the very best nutrition possible…. BREASTMILK.
  Veterans Memorial Hospital does offer a one on one lactation 
class usually within one month of when the baby is due.  For 
more information, please contact Diane Allison, RN, Maternity 
Services Supervisor at Veterans Memorial Hospital at 568-3411.

Eric and Lane Rich

Testimonials
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Lactation Support at VMH



  In addition to the annual community appeal 
outlined on pages 6 and 7 of this newsletter, 
the Veterans Memorial Health Care Foundation 
fundraises at the annual Christmas Fantasy 
each November and the annual Golf Tournament 
each June.  In addition, the Foundation regularly 
receives generous donations and memorials from 
community members in memory of a friend or 
loved one and also to celebrate a landmark in a 
friend or loved one’s life.

  Altogether, these funds are pooled and carefully 
invested in equipment and services needed not 
only at the hospital, but in all the communities 
served by Veterans Memorial Hospital.  In all, 
the Foundation has invested over $450,000 in 
just the last 10 years.  Listed below are some of 
the major contributions they have made with the 
generous funds they have raised this last decade:

• Defibrillators for Area Schools and Hospital ER      
• Defibrillators for All Area Police and Sherriff’s  
    Departments
• Manikins for Teaching CPR and use of   
    Defibrillators 
• Walkie-Talkie System for Nursing Floor
• Heart Monitor System
• Lab Coagulation Machine
• Portable Ventilator 
• Infant Warmer
• Lab Centrifuge/Gel Workstation
• Glucose Monitoring System
• Colonoscope
• Digital Mammography System
• Landscaping and Visitor Benches/Picnic Tables
• Chemotherapy IV Pump
• Outside Signage
• PACS System
• Digital Bone Densitometer
• Surgery Sterilization System

Foundation 
Contributes over 
$450,000 
in Last 10 years

Proper Disposal 
of Diabetic Syringes 
Made Easy & 
Inexpensive!

  Veterans Memorial Hospital and Hartig Drug offer a 
safe, inexpensive syringe disposal program to anyone in 
the area communities!
  Just purchase a Sharps Container at Hartig Drug in 
Waukon for just $5 and when that container is 3/4 
full, bring it to the main entrance at Veterans Memorial 
Hospital and the receptionist will direct you to the 
Laboratory where the containers are collected.   The 
containers and their contents are then properly disposed 
of.  Veterans Memorial Hospital pays for this disposal; 
there is no cost to anyone in the community who drops 
off their containers.  
  Sharps Containers, such as the one pictured here, are 
protective plastic boxes that safely hold any infectious 
waste material and are the only proper disposal system 
for any sharps such as needles and lancets.  Once 
a syringe or lancet has been placed into a Sharps 
Container, the protective sliding lid keeps any waste out 
of reach. The container will last a diabetic anywhere from 
6 months to one year, depending on the frequency of the 
injections.
  Veterans Memorial Hospital requests that only Sharps 
Containers be dropped off. Any other types of containers, 
such as milk jugs which allow the needles to poke 
through, increases the risk of a needle stick to all of 
the persons handling these containers and are not 
recommended.
  Certainly not all diabetic syringes, lancets or other blood 
soiled material are infectious, but the potential remains. 
  Veterans 

Memorial 
Hospital is 
extremely 
cautious and 
responsible 
to properly 
dispose of all 
potentially 
infectious 
waste 
material.  

  We thank 
you for your 
cooperation!



  Elizabeth (Betty) Berns Howe had talked 
about becoming a nurse as far back as 
she could remember.   When she was 
just 13 years old, her Dad, Bernard 
(Verni,) was sent to St. Mary’s hospital in 
Waterloo.  He had tumors in his bladder 
and needed to have them removed.  
Because Betty wanted to be a nurse, and 
her mom, Eleanora, was busy at home 
with the farm and many little children, 
she was sent to stay with him in the 
hospital.  He had the tumors removed 
and all went well during the week that he 
and Betty spent in the hospital.  
  “I was there with him the whole time.  
My parents knew I wanted to be a nurse 
so this was my test,” stated Betty.  “If I 
passed being down there with Dad, then I 
could go on.  It was tough at first.  I was a 
little farm girl without much experience in 
the big city, but I stayed right in the room 
with him the whole time and was invited 
to participate in everything.  No one else 
in my family had ever been a nurse, but 
I knew that was what I wanted to do.  It 
was just planted in me.”  
  When Betty graduated from St. Patrick’s 
High School in Waukon, she attended 
the St. Joseph Mercy nursing college in 
Dubuque.  Upon graduation, she applied 
to work at Veterans Memorial Hospital.  
She was hired right away having received 
the following recommendation from 
her nursing instructor in July of 1956, 
“Miss Elizabeth Berns is a very capable 
nurse. She has done very good work 
both in theory and practice.  She gives 
the impression of maturity, is well 
adjusted and cheerful.   Her educational 

achievement was above average. She 
has excellent possibilities.  With more 
experience, she would make a good head 
nurse.  Her moral character is above 
reproach.”
  When Betty began her career at the 
hospital, she lived in Waukon with 
the McShane’s who owned the local 
hardware store and were friends of the 
family.  “Harold McShane would sit up 
at night and wait for me to get off duty 
at 11 p.m., then get up early to open 
up the store.  He lived only a few blocks 
away from the hospital, but insisted on 
watching out for me.  Not many people 
would do that.”   
  The hospital was only six years old in 
1956 when Betty began working there 
and it was just a small facility at that 
time.  She primarily worked the night 
shift.  “We worked hard.  Lots of times 
you were the lone RN in the building with 
another LPN and aide on duty. They were 
always good, hard workers.  We covered 
every area from OB, to surgery, to ER, and 
back to med/surg,” added Betty.  “I could 
go 24 hours without sleep, but if I had 
two nights together then I might demand 
a little sleep.  Fortunately, my husband 
Emmett was good to handle the kids at 
night, but in later years when they were a 
little older and could fend for themselves, 
I worked more pm shifts.  That’s why they 
still don’t like tuna casserole!”
  “There was never any talk of suing 
anyone back then, but I always said my 
malpractice insurance was my Rosary 
Beads. I carried them in my pocket every 
day I was working and if I would get a call 
from the nurse downstairs that we had 
an emergency, the old hand went on the 
pocket and I would ask that He help me 
through this latest endeavor.  All through 
my career that was how I handled it and 
it worked.”

Elizabeth (Betty) Berns Howe
2/12/35 - 5/31/2015

A photo of some 
of the nursing 
staff in the 
1960’s,  from 
left to right 
around the 
table, including 
Elaine Duvel, 
(unknown,) 
Betty Howe,  
Mary Plein, 
(unknown,) 
(unknown,) 

  “We had a heart unit in the hospital at 
that time; an ICU room.  When we had 
a Code Blue we all ran.  The aides and 
LPN’s would have it all set up and the 
RN’s would deliver the shock.  Often 
times the RN’s got the credit for a good 
outcome, but it was actually the little 
gals  that got everything ready to go for 
us.”     
 “I delivered three babies during my 
career at the hospital, that the doctors 
didn’t make it there for,” stated Betty.  
“Fortunately none of them were first 
time moms and delivered without any 
problems.  The doctors arrived just after 
the delivery, but still that was all the 
babies I would have wanted to deliver—
not any more than that!”
  The hospital was expanded in 1965, 
doubling the number of inpatient rooms.  
Betty comments, “Even though at the 
time it was a great improvement, it 
was soon too small, so they added on 
again.  We were very happy to have the 
additions and happy with the doctor 
and administrator who were behind it, 
pushing for it.  It was always needed 
and well received. I never remember 
anyone who didn’t go along with the 
improvements.”
  Betty worked for 20 years at Veterans 
Memorial Hospital before leaving to work 
at Makee Manor where she soon became 
the Administrator.  “It was hard to leave 
the hospital, I had many wonderful staff 
to work with.  Mary Riley was such a hard 
little worker.  She gave you praise when 
praise was due.  She always had this jolly 
little laugh and always thanked you for 
helping.  I really liked working for her, but 
there were many other good ones, like 
Janie Butler and Janie Hawes.  We all 
loved Dr. C.R. Rominger.  It has been a 
good life for me in nursing.”Esther Sunderman, Mary Duffy, and Sarah Welsh.  Anyone that can identify any 

more of these nurses, please call the hospital at 568-3411.



Medical 
Staff  
at VMH
 Dave Schwartz, MD
 Thomas McMullan, MD
 Benjamin Nesseim, MD
 Steven Perkins, DO
 Andrea Venteicher, MD
 Melissa Simon, DO
 Benjamin Ross, MD
 Elizabeth Leschensky, N.P.
 Michelle Mertens-Dodgen, N.P
 Jenny Stegen, P.A.
 Jessica Everman, PA

Ophthalmology
 Gary Lenth, MD

Orthopedic Surgery
 Val Lyons, MD

Ear, Nose, Throat
 Scott Blanke, MD
 Mike Schultz, Audiologist

Cardiology
 Charles Cagin, MD
 Tahir Tak, MD

Pathology
 Anna Ryan, MD

Radiology
 Gundersen Lutheran    
 Radiologists

Surgery
 Phillip Yee, MD
 Steven Davis, MD
 Scott Bierman, MD
 Michael LaBelle, MD
 Hamid Kakavandi, DO

Urology
 Michael Price, MD

Dentistry
 Linda Carstens, DDS
 Mark Fohey, DDS
 Cameron Ochsner, DDS

Podiatry
 Greg Valkosky, DPM
 Brooke Tappe, DPM
 Craig Sullivan, DPM
 Thomas Marquardt, DPM

Anesthesiology
 Richard Keppler, CRNA
 Skip Loebig, CRNA
 Robert Cobbs, CRNA

Rheumatology
 Tim Buckley, MD

“Exceptional Care by  
           Exceptional People”

VETERANS MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

If you would like to receive this newsletter and other information from Veterans Memorial 
Hospital via email, please share your email address with us on our hospital website:

www.veteransmemorialhospital.com

Find Us on 
Facebook!

MISSION: VMH enhances the lives of those we serve by providing 
an exceptional healthcare experience with compassion.

VISION: VMH will be a premier health facility and a leader in fostering 
a healthy community through innovation, excellence, stewardship, and 
commitment to the people we serve throughout their lifetime.
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The radiology 
department at 
Veterans Memorial 
Hospital is excited to 
announce the arrival 
of new High-Definition 
Ultrasound Equipment. 
Not only does the 
new machine have 
all the up to date 
technology, it also has 
4D capabilities. This 
is especially exciting 
for expecting families 
in the community, as 
they will be able to 
view their baby in a 
whole new way. 4D 
ultrasounds create a 
live video effect, like a 
movie -- you can watch 
your baby smile, yawn, 
or suck their thumb.

NEW 4D ULTRASOUND

Ultrasound services are offered 5 days a week and on an emergency basis. We look forward 
to meeting your ultrasound needs, right here at home!


